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The international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to 
one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. In coming to this 
conclusion the Intemational Searching Authority has found that there are different inv€;ntions as follows: 

1. Claims 1-12 are directed to a marine propulsion system wherein rotating a screw threa ded nut moves a push 
member which in turn moves a propeller blade coupling mechanism therefore adjusti ng the blade's pitch . It is 
considered that the underlined features comprise a first "special technical feature". 

2. Claims 13-26 are directed to a marine propulsion system comprising emergency pitch adjuster (comprising a 
number of features) setting a propeller blade's pitch to a predetermined position in the event of a control 
mechanism breakdown. It is considered that said emergency pitch adjuster comprises a second "special 
technical feature". 

3. Claims 27-42 are directed to a stem drive con^rising a driver for rotating a control sha ft via twin gears set 
interconnected via a flexible drive element to adjust a propeller blade's pitch . It is considered that the 
underlined features comprise a third "special technical feature". 

4. Claims 43-50 are directed to a propeller comprising a propeller blade's pitch adjusting mechanism rotating the 
blade's base and the base unlocking/locking mechanism. It is considered that said unlocking/locldng 
mechanism comprises a fourth "special technical feature", 

5. Claims 5 1 -66 are directed to a marine propulsion system comprising a blade supporting mechanism 
comprising an eccentric in engagement with a pin and blade's biasing element for biasing the eccentric and the 
pin to an equilibrium position wherein a pitch adjusting mechanism adjust the blade's pitch via the eccentric 
whereupon the biasing element locks the blades in the adjusted position. It is considered that said blade 
supporting mechanism comprises a fifth "special technical feature". 

Since the abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13,2 does not exist. Accordingly the intemational 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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